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ro WHICH 18 ANNESED, 
EXTRACTS FROM A 
LAW os NEW-JERSEY, 5 


F = | Paſſed the 2d March, 1786, and 


Y 
7 
* 


| SUPPLEMENT 10 THE SAME, 


Paſſed the 26th November, 1788. 


« We hold theſe Truths to be ſelf-ex -evident ; that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with cer - 
tain unalienable rights that among theſe are Life, Liberty, and 
the Saas: of $A * 

Declaration Independence, | 


— — 
BURLINGTON, 
PRINTED FOR THE SOCIETY, BY 
ISAAC NEALE, 
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ABOLITION or SLAVERY. 


ranny and perſecution, and ſeek an aſylum in 


COngTITUTION” 


| or THE 


"NBWJERSE? 80 cIETT, "> 
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ö FOR PROMOTING rn | pb 


EN we conſider the principles which \ 
animated our forefathers to fly from ty- 


; 

þf 
AY 
. 
4 
4 
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this then inhoſpitable, thoughnow favgred land: | 
When we contemplate our ſituation as citizens | 


of a free and enlightened government, in full 


poſſeſſion of the ineftimable bleſſings of ctvir 


 andRELIGIOUs LIBERTY, and peculiarly 


favored by that high degree of political proſ- 


perity, to which Providence hath been pleaſ- 


ed to conduct us: When we reflect that we 
are beings of one nature, acknowledging one 
common parent; we conceive it to be our 
duty to conſult and promote ther happineſs of 
our fellow men, however diverſified, by co- _ 
lour, rank, or religion. &It is our boaſt, that 
we hve under a SG founded on prin- 1 


» 85 i [/ 
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> Þ berty, and the purſuit of happineſs are recogni- 
4 zed as the univerſal rights of men; and whilſt 
we are anxious to preſerve thoſe rights to our- 
ſelves, and tranſmit them inviolate, to our 


rights from an unfortunate and degraded claſs 


55 1 of our fellow creatures.“ Under a full con- 


fect, by all conſtitutional and lawful means, 
. the ſubſcribers do agree to aſſociate uten, 
E under the title of THE NEW-JERSEY sOCI E- 
6” £ = TY FOR PROMOTING THE ABOLITION 
Hi (or SLAVERY, we adopt the following con- 
1 ſtitution. 
74" 


* 


the ſociety on the firſt third day, called Tueſ- 

day, in the month of October, at the Court- 
Houſe in the city of Burlington, of which pub- 
lic notice ſhall be given by the ſecretary. . 


r 


8 


E pr eſident, two vice-preſidents, a treaſurer, 


and one ſecretary, all of whom ſhall be cho- 
ſen at the annual ae in Oeksber = 


= ballot. _ 28 . 08 


of 10 Is all meetings of the ſ ociety ache preſi- 
dent, or in his abſence, one of the vice-preſidents/ 


Fg 1 * 
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ie of e and reaſon, Wrede life, li- 


Mction of the truth of theſe principles, which 
we are deſirous to promote and carry into ef- 


8 I. TRAERE ſhall be an annual meeting of | 


_ poſterity, we abhor that inconſiſtent, illiberal, T 
and intereſted policy, which withholds thoſe 


ol 


— II. Trp elfte of the ſociety mall be 8 


3 


" 
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K 


mall e All 2&6 of the ſociety ſhall be 


ſubſcribed by the e or one of the vice- 
preſidents. 


IV. Tur ſhall 55 an «ating committee 
cConſiſting of fi ve perſons, to be elected annu- 


ally, from among the members in ſuch coun- 


ties, as from time to time ſhall be agreed up- 

on, at annual or ſpecial meetings; the duties 

of which committees, ſhall be to carry into 
execution, the reſolves of the general meet- 


ing; to admit perſons members of the ſocie- 


ty; and generally to promote the views of 


the inſtitution, making report of their pro- 


_ ceedings at the general es | for 1 3 


bation. or FERPA. 


v. SPECIAL meetings ſhall be called at tis 
city of Burlington, when three acting com- 
mittees ſhall apply in writing, to the preſi- 


ſident or either of che e for the | 


ame. 


VI. I. mall be the PE of . 
to keep all the monies and ſecurities for mo- 


nies, belonging to the ſociety; to ſtate all the 


receipts and expenditures of the ſociety in 4 


book to be provided for that purpoſe; to pay 


all orders for monies ſigned by a majority of 


any acting committee, provided that the ſum 


does not exceed twenty-four dollars, unleſs | 
the prefigent or one of the vice-preſidents, 5 


> 
TY ORE Pn 77 TIER 


- , l A 
9 i 4 
. x \ l . * 0 
— - » <4 « '% * - 
- 0 4 »4 * — - q 
: : * . * N * } 8 
Ul - y 

1 - , * * % 

n * by 4 1 . * 
= = wy »\ 
* . mw 1 Ad 

* + % - . = 
1 7 #1 
l b * — 4 # * _ 
: : . : N 
y - \ * 
* nh - 
\ = = 
: 
N = 


_ way 9 A rate fs upon pe 5 
Tor that purpoſe. Before he enters up- 
on the duties of his office, he ſhall give bond 

to the preſident, with ſecurity, to be appro- 
ved of by the preſident, in in the ſum of five 
8 ward pounds. . 


VII. EvxRV perſon. when admitted, ſhall 
ſubſcribe this conſtitution, and pay into the 
hands of the treaſurer, or of the acting com- 


mittee admitting him, one dollar, and ſhall, 


at every annual meeting afterwards, contri- 
bute the ſum of one dollar, for the purpoſe of 


defraying the contingent expenſes of the ſo- 
ciety-----If he ſhall negle& to make ſuch an- 


nual payments for two years, he ſhall, after 
three months notice, given by the acting com- 


mittee of the county, of ſuch delinquonty, 
| 2 5 to be a member. 


VIII. Kia ee ſhall pe Se in the 
8 conſtitution, nor ſhall any law of the ſociety 


be made or altered, until the meeting after 
ſuch law or alteration ſhall have been propoſ- 


ed, except ſuch laws or alterations as may be 
propoſed to be made at a meeting to be held 


on the ſecond day of the eh month _ cal- 
led May. ry Ae 


IX, Tur members ſubſcribing this conſti- 
tution, ſhall elect the officers of the ſociety, 


who ſhall continue in office until the firſt annu- 


4 


a | meeting to o be held i in the month of as: „ 


Iurlingion, oy of the 2d Month ( gane 179% | 


1 
nr 


| * The Preſent OFFICERS of the SocteTry. 1 
PRESIDENT, 1 5 1 
JOSEPH BLOOMFIELD. | 
: Wee 
WILLIAM PARRET, Y 4 
RICHARD HARTSHORNE. 
„„ TT Fn 
WILLIAM COXE, Jon. 
1 e in a 
" ACTING MER 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, _ 
John Bayard, Hugh Davids, 
. Ambroſe Copeland, Elijah Pound. 
Joſeph Shotwell, | „ 
3 ESSEX, Go pct 
Jeſſe Clark, John Webſter, Jun. 
Joſeph Stackhouſe, William Shotwell, Jun. 
Jeremiah . | : 
TW: ' MonmMourHn, | 
Richard Waln, Ee William Hartſhorne. | 


Edmund Williams, 


5 8 ) 
1 . MORRIS, En Fs 


"Hartthorne FitzRandolph, Iſaac Hans. 
Henry Moore, | 
. 
Thomas Anderſon, Chriſtian Schmuk, 
Samuel Lundy, _ William Ryerſon, 
HUNT ERDON, 
James Ewing, 85 John Potts, 
Moore Furman, - . * George Bullock, 
Peter Gordon, ; | 
| / 
BURLINGTON, 
Peter Shiras, +- —_ - John Hoſkins, 
Thomas Newbold, Robert Pearſon, 


Burgiſs Alliſon, 


1 Franklin eee John Kelly, 
t Thomas Stokes, Thomas Carpenters 


Joſeph Sloan, 


Edward Burfoughs, 


*" > CUMBE RLAND, 


i. A „ 


SALEM, 
John Wiſtar, | Clement Hall, 
Allen Congleton, _  Ifajah Shinn, 


— 9 Sheppard, Elnathan Davis, 
John Reeves, i Eli Budd. 
Eli Elmer, | 
8 N 


E * TRAC 1 * 


From a Law of Now ry, pafſec as 20 


| > * March, 1786, and Supplement to the fame, 
paſſed the 26th November, 1788. 
; r 


« An ACT fo prevent the importation of flaves into the 
State of New-Ferſey, and to authorize the manumiſſian 
of them under certain reſtrictions, and to prevent the 


abuſe of ſlaves.” 


HEREAS the principles of juſtice and humanity 
require that the barbarous cuſtom of bringing 
\\ the unoffending Africans from their native country and 
BY conneCtions into a ſtate of flavery, ought to be diſcoun- 
x \ \ tenanced, and as ſoon as poflible prevented; and found 
lf. *. policy alſo requires, in order to afford ample ſupport to 
ſuch of the community. as depend upon their labor for 
their daily ſubſiſtence, that the importation of ſlaves into 
this ſtate from any other ſtate or country whatſoever, 
ought to be prohibited under certain reſtrictions; and 
that /uch as are under ſervitude in the flate ought to be 
protected by law from thoſe exerciſes of wanton cruelty tos 
often practiſed upon them, and that EveRY UNNECESSA= 
RY OBSTRUCTION IN THE WAY OF FREEING SLAVES 
SHOULD BE REMOVED; therefore, 
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* 
cc 
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Sect. 1. Iaflicts a penalty of £.50 for bringing ſlaves 
| into New-Jerſey, imported from Africa ſince 1776. 
4 | | 0 
Sect. 2. Iaflicts a penalty of f. 20 for bringing ſlaves 
into New- Jerſey who have not been imported ſince 1776. 


8 


cw) 


Sea. 3. e that perſons who ſhall remove to 
ke a ſettled reſidence in New-Jerſey, ſhall not incur the 


. penalties aforeſaid (except they bring ſuch ſlaves as ſhall 
have been brought from Africa ſince 1776.) nor to fo- 
reigners or others, having only a temporary reſidence, 
from bringing and employing their ſlaves as ſervants dur- 


ing ſuch ſtay, and ſuch ſlaves hal not be 1 5 or diſpoſ- 


ed of in the ſtate. 


Sect. 4. Penalties recavered by townſhip Wire to 


be paid into the treaſury. | 
c Sect. 5. And be it further exalted by the u er 5 


aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for any owner, 
maſter or miſtreſs of any negro or mulatto ſlave, to 


manumit and ſet free ſuch ſlave by executing a writing 


under hand and ſeal, certifying ſuch manumiſſion, and 


7 alſo obtaining a certificate, ſigned by two of the overſeers 


of the poor of the townſhip, and any two juſtices of the 


peace of the county, wherein the ſaid maſter or miſtreſs. 
may reſide, in the words or to the effect following: 


5 County, J. 1 oy 


We do ds certify, that on this 


day of in the year of our Lok p one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and / A B 


of the townſhip of in the ſaid 


| ſeven hundred and 


county of brought before us, two 
of the overſeers of the poor of ſaid townſhip, and two of 
the juſtices of the peace of ſaid county, his or her ſlave 
named who on view and examination 


appears to us to be ſound in mind, and not under any 


bodily incapacity of obtaining a ſupport, and alſo is not 


under twenty-one years of age, nor above thirty-five : 
In witneſs whereof we have hereunto ſet our hands the 


day of | one thouſand 


1 


1 
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Wt Abt recording ſuch certiGcntes in che Wark clin Wo bo 


the county in which the ſaid maſter or miſtreſs ſhall 


then reſide, provided fuch ſlave ſhall not, when ſet free, 
be under the age of twenty-one years, nor exceed the age 
of thirty-five years, the maſter or miſtreſs, giving the 
freedom in ſuch caſe, ſhall forever thereafter be exone- 


rated and acquitted from all coſts and charges. which 
may ariſe for the ſupport of the ſlave fo manumirred, 


excepting their proportion of any tax that hereafter ny 


be . for the ſupport of the ſaid ſlave.” 


« Set. 6, And be it farther enatted, That the legal 
ſettlement of every ſlave, manumitted as aforeſaid, that 
ſhall or may be likely to become a public charge, ſhall, 
and the ſame is hereby declared in all cafes whatſoever, 
to be in that townſhip in this ſtate where the maſter or 


* miſtreſs manumitting ſuch flave may have a legal ſettle- 


ment at the time of ſuch manumiſſion; and that no poſ- 


ſeſſion, duty or employment of, or taxes paid by, a ma- 


numitted ſlave, ſhall procure a ſettlement otherwiſe than 
herein above-mentioned, any law, uſage or cuſtom to 
the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding.” 


Sect. 7. Repealcd by the ſupplement. 


„ Sect. 8. And be it further enacted, That it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the grand-jury of any county in this 
ſtate, to indict any perſon for inhumanly treating and a- 
buſing his, or her ſlave; and if, upon the proſecution of 
any ſuch indictment, the faid maſter or miſtreſs ſhall be 
convicted of the offence, the court before whom ſuch 
conyiction ſhall be had, may impoſe ſuch a fine for the 
offence as in their diſcretion they ſhall deem proper, not 
exceeding five paunds for the firſt, and ten pounds for 
the ſecond offence; which fine, when recovered, ſhall be 


"paid to the overſeer of the poor 456 the uſe of: the town= 
"I" in which. the n 9 or miſtreſs ſhall reſide.“ 


* 


"Sect. 9. Blacks or Slang: manumitted in other 
1 . not to travel in this ſtate.If employed, conceal- 
ed, or ſuffered by any perſons to reſide on land, &c: pe- 
penalty of J. 5 a week---And,. thoſe manumitted in this 
fate, ſhall not travel without the townſhip or county 
where manumitted, without a certificate of their freedom, 
from two juſtices, counterſigned by the clerk of ſuch 
county, under the ſcal or the court. 


* 


DEE 
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Sect. 1. Inflicts a forfeiture of veſſel, appurtenances, 
and cargo, fitted out for the ſlave- trade. 


Sec. 2. Such forfeited veflels, &c. to be ſold, and mo- 
neys ariſing on the ſale, to be paid, 7-8ths to the ſtate, 
and 1-8th to the Pen who ſhall make the ſeizure. 


Set. 3. Maſter of veſſels reſiſting perſons attempting 


to ſeize, to forfeit £+50, half to the ſtate, and half to che | 
proſecutors. 


«Sect. 4. And be it further enafted, That no negro or 
mulatto ſlave ſhall be removed out of this ſtate, whoſe 
place of reſidence has been therein for twelve months im- 
mediarely preceeding ſuch removal, with a deſign and in- 
tention that the place of abode or reſidence of ſuch ſlave 
Hall be thereby changed, without his or her conſent, if of 
full age; teſtified upon private examination before a juſtice 
of the peace of the city or county in which he or ſhe ſhall _ 

reſide, or, being under the age of twenty-one years, with- 


_ 


OE 


out his or her conſent teſtified in manner aforeſaid, as al 


ſo without the conſent of his or her parents, if any there 
be, to be teſtified in like manner, whereof the ſaid juſtice. 
ſhall make a record, and deliver to ſaid ſlave a copy there- 
of, containing the name, age, condition, and then place 


. of abode, of ſuch ſlave, the reaſon of ſuch removal, and 


the place to which he or ſhe is about to go; and if any 
perſon or perſons whatſoever ſhall ſell or diſpoſe of any 
ſuch ſlave to any perſon out of this ſtate, or ſhall ſend or 
carry, or cauſe to be ſent or carried, any ſuch ſlave out of 
this ſtate, without havin g obtained all ſuch conſent as by: 
this act is required, te teſtified 1 in the manner aforemention- 
ed, every ſuch perſon or perſons, his or their aiders and 
and abetters, ſhall ſeverally forfeit and pay, for every ſuch 
offence, the ſum of twenty pounds, to be recovered in 
any court of record where cognizable, with coſts of ſuit, 
by any perſon who will ſue for the ſame, one moiety to 
the plaintiſſ, and the other moiety to the uſe of the poor 
of the townſhip from which ſuch ſlave be removed. Pro- 
vided nevertheleſs, that nothing in this act ſhall be con- 
ſtrued or underſtood to make any perſon or perſons liable 
to the above penalty who may or ſhall remove to and re- 
ſide in any of the neighbouring ſtates, and take his, her or 
their ſlave or ſlaves with him, her or them, any thing to 


the contrary DOD ang. 


e Sec, . Fe if forther enacted, That all criminal of- 
fences of negroes and mulattoes, as well flaves and ſervants 
as free perſons, ſhall be enquired of, adjudged, corrected 
and puniſhed, in like manner as the criminal offences of 
the other inhabitants of this ſtate are and ſhall be enqui- 
red of, adjudged, corrected and puniſhed, and not other- 
- wiſe, any law, uſage or cuſtom to the contrary in any 


wiſe nowithilanding. * 
Nis Sect, 6, And be it 1 alle by the authority 


1. R 
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who ſhall be han or owners. of any * or Mulas 
te fave or ſlaves, ſervant or ſervants, for life or years, 
vorn after the publication of this act, ſhall cauſe every 
much ſlave or flaves, ſervant or ſervants, while under the 
be age of twenty-one years, TO BE TAUGHT AND INSTRUC< 
EDU TO READ 5 and every owner or owners of any 

' fuch Negro or Mulatto flave or flaves, ſervant or ſer- 
vants, who ſhall negle& or refuſe to cauſe his, her or 


and inſtructed as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit and pay the ſum 


any juſtice of the peace within this ſtate, by any perſon 
or e who ſhall or may proſecute for the ſame,” 


© | Publiſhed by order of the Society, 
ROBERT SMITH, Jon. SicrtTARY. 


their ſlave or ſlaves, ſervant or ſervants, to be taught | 


of five pounds, to be recovered by action of debt, before 


